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G ett ® Proudly working
with black cabs

since 2010

0% > ®
commission

for your first 4 weeks!*

Daily payments™**
24/7 driver support
Drivers’ Office in London Zone 1

Lots of corporate work opportunities
Easy to use app designed for drivers

Wide range of perks, from Onsi diseeunts
to free charging for electric vehicles

Scan this QR code
to join Gett

* must be new to Gett or inactive in the last 6 months | ** Weekdays, Mondtay to Friday.
Earnings from Friday will be credited to the account on Monday the following week.
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SELF-DRIVING CARS ON THE ROAD BY 2026?
The government claims road safety is at the heart of

new legislation paving the way for autonomous vehicles
(AVs) to be on our roads, as soon as 2026. According to
the Department for Transport’s press release, AVs are
“expected to improve road safety by reducing human
error which contributes to 88% of road collisions”.

The Autonomous Vehicles Act became law last week,
setting out a regulatory framework designed to ensure
AVs can operate safely and to protect the public. The law
will require self-driving vehicles to “achieve a level of
safety at least as high as careful and competent human
drivers, as well as meeting rigorous safety checks before
being allowed onto roads.” It also sets out who is liable for
AVs so drivers can be assured that, while their vehicle is
in self-driving mode, they will not be held responsible for
how it drives and anything that happens. Under the new
rules, corporations such as insurance providers, software
developers and automotive manufacturers can assume
this responsibility for the first time.

The new law also establishes an independent incident
investigation function similar to that of the aviation
industry ensuring that any incidents are fully understood
and lessons learned. It seems the door is now firmly open
for Uber and others to move forward with their ambitions
to make self-driving cars, and one day maybe even taxis,
areality. Can anything truly replace an experienced
driver safely? Time will tell.

CLAIM YOU FREE LONDON z00
TICKETS

For all those times you have given
directions to London Zoo, ZSL wants to
say a little thank you for all your hard
work. For two weekends in June, ZSL
invites the ‘Voices of London, otherwise
known as cabbies, concierges and tourist
information staff, to enjoy a visit to
London Zoo, free of charge.

As special guests of ZSL, from Friday 14™
to Sunday 16" and Friday 21 to Sunday
23" June 2024, you are invited to explore
London’s wildest attraction, home to over
15,000 animals in leafy Regent’s Park.
Unfortunately, as much as ZSL would love
to give tickets to everyone, there are only a
limited number of tickets available so head
to the website to claim yours now. https://
shorturl.at/elgYG

Please note that the promotion is only
valid for Black Cab Drivers, Concierges and
Tourist Centre Information Staff. In order
to validate your e-ticket you must bring an
appropriate proof of entitlement (concierge
business card, TIC National Passcard or
black cab driver badge). Free entry for this
event is limited to a maximum of two adult
and two child tickets per person. Tickets are
limited and must be booked in advance.
There will be no allocation on the door.

MPS HIGHLIGHT IMPORTANCE OF TAXI ACCESS TOLTNS

times were, “not just mild inconveniences’, and

In arecent debate in the House of Commons,
members considered two e-petitions signed by
thousands of people concerned about Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods and accessibility. The debate
was led by Marsha De Cordova, Labour MP for
Battersea. De Cordova highlighted a survey
conducted by the Petitions Committee, which
found that 78 per cent of respondents said that
LTNs had a “negative” or “very negative” effect on
them, with only 17 per cent saying that LTNs had
a “positive” or “very positive” effect on them. The
MP also noted common complaints about LTNs
included the shifting of traffic to boundary or
sacrificial roads, increased congestion, barriers
for emergency services, worsening pollution and
a negative knock-on effect on public transport.
She went on to explain how increased travel

how many disabled people often find commuting
far more exhausting. Worryingly, she noted that
travel times were also linked to the increased cost
of petrol and taxi fares, adding to the financial
burden borne by disabled people. She called for
an independent review that had a specific focus
on the impact on disabled people and consulted
all the relevant people and stakeholders.

Also speaking in the debate, Theresa Villiers,
Conservative MP for Chipping Barnet told the
House that in an era of increased awareness and
concern regarding crimes against women, they
had to listen to women who felt real fear and
insecurity because an LTN meant they could no
longer be dropped off right outside their home
by a taxi when they came home at night. She also
asked how bad a scheme had to be before the
government would consider intervening, under
its plans to potentially withdraw access to the
DVLA database to prevent enforcement.

Simon Lightwood, Labour’s Shadow Transport
Minister, was supportive of the need for LTNs to
have proper, clear exemptions for the emergency
services, public transport, permit holders, and
sometimes taxis. However, he stated that Labour’s
position on low-traffic neighbourhoods was clear
they were “decisions that should continue to be
made by local authorities, not be decided by diktat
from Whitehall or Westminster.” With an election
on the horizon we wait to see what happens next.

www.ltda.co.uk



QUICKMONEY
ONLINE

TAXI FLEETS, WHY CHOOSE A BETTER
GARAGES AND QUICK MONEY? ALTERNATIVE
DRIVERS WELCOME ... Our business loans can be used for any Our business loans offer a

legitimate business purpose, and the more practical alternative
possibilities are endless. You know your to managed overdrafts
business and goals best, so you decide or credit cards. When
how to utilise the funds. Common uses these lines of credit are
for our loans include: exhausted, businesses often
find themselves without the
necessary funds for day-to-day
expenses and contingencies.

to our financial services platform,
where we specialise in providing
unregulated business loans to
limited companies in Greater
London. Our flexible loan
options range from £5,000 + Boosting cash flow
to £25,000, giving your + Covering operating costs and expenses
business the financial support + Meeting staff wage demands
it needs to thrive.  Bridging the gap between invoices

and payments @ KQ @
With us, you're in control of » Supplementing seasonal income
where you invest, allowing « Purchasing materials, inventory, or stock www.quickmoneyonline.co.uk
you to tailor your loan to » Ensuring a steady cash flow during (020) 7487 5755
your unigue business needs. projects with staged customer payments 5a Agar P, London, NW1 0RG

Black Cabs v Uber proceedings have started
You can still register - but you must hurry!

Your registration must be in by the end of May

Fully Funded and Insured - No Cost to Join

Over 11,000 London Black Cab drivers already registered*
London Black Cab drivers between June 2012 and March 2018 can join
New registrations may not be accepted after May 2024

RG L 1 Go toda
VA
BULIT21 www.bulit21.com

BLACKC ¥ UBER LITIGATION 2021

*If you receive newsletters you have already registered
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General Secretary | Steve McNamara

Mistakes Can Cost You

The huge increase in enforcement across the country has led to the courts, and the DVLA,
being swamped with cases, with an inevitable increase in the number of mistakes.

Steve's comment

n the last issue, I detailed
what I thought, at the time,
was an unusual case for our
legal team. It now transpires
that whilst it is not that common,
we have another two very similar
cases that our lawyers are
dealing with at the moment.

Dorset case update

The initial incident concerned
a member who received a letter
from the DVLA in Swansea
asking him to surrender his
driving licence as he had been
disqualified from driving by a
court in Dorset. Our member
knew nothing about any
disqualification, had never
been to Dorset, and certainly
had not broken any driving
laws down that way. Luckily for
him he was our member. He
quickly attended Taxi House and
our in-house legal team were
immediately on the case.

A helping hand

After spending hours on the
phone to various agencies in
Dorset (including the Court
itself), a flurry of emails and
an online meeting, both we,
and the Court, were eventually
able to figure out what had
happened. Someone with an
identical name and date of birth
from a totally different part of
the country had been sent, and
completely ignored, a Notice
to Owner (S172) for a speeding
offence. They had then been
sent a Single Justice Procedure
Notice (SJPN) for failing to
notify and had been convicted
in their absence and awarded
six points. Because the owner
had ignored all the paperwork
the points were given to the
registered keeper, and these
were mistakenly put on our
member's driving licence.

LTDA to the rescue

Our lawyers were then able to
arrange a video hearing and

our member made a statutory
declaration to confirm it was not
him. As aresult, they were able
to get the conviction squashed

€ @TheLTDA
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and then made the DVLA aware
of the error. The disqualification
was eventually cancelled and our

member back driving and at work.

Costly mistake
It all turned out ok in the end,
but this simple case of mistaken
identity had already cost our
member considerably with
time off the road and a whole
lot of stress and inconvenience.
Without our lawyers, he would
probably still be sat at home
without a driving licence trying
to unravel the whole mess.

At this point I would question,
rare though this case is, how
anyone who was not a member
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i of the LTDA, would find this

i level and quality of legal services,

¢ without having Michael Mansfield
i KC on speed dial, and the funds

i to pay him! However, I am

now aware that this is not a one
off. We also have another two
members, with broadly similar

i circumstances, being represented
¢ by our legal team at the moment.

We put it down to the fact that
across the country the increase
in speed cameras, coupled with

i the changing of so many speed

i limits and a change in policing

¢ priorities from catching criminals
¢ to chasing minor motoring

i offences, primarily with camera

i enforcement, has led to the courts,
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i and the DVLA being swamped
i with cases and the inevitable
i increase in mistakes being made.

. Don't get caught out

We are confident that we will
secure a similar result for the
two members we are currently

i representing, but it can only be a
: matter of time before we receive,

one of our regular calls, from a
non-member, facing a similar
situation and asking for advice

¢ and help. When that happens

i all we will be able to do is to

i refer them to the Law Society

¢ torecommend a lawyer with

i experience of this sort of thing.
¢ Don't get caught out!

HLTDA

www.ltda.co.uk



@EED Chairman Paul Brennan

Bank Junction

After meeting many people in recent years and never giving up on this
issue, the voice of those in favour of taxi access has become stronger
and louder. We will soon find out if that voice is loud enough...

Top rank

ver since the Bank

Junction restrictions

were implemented

and London taxis were
shockingly excluded from a
pivotal and crucial part of the
City of London, the LTDA have
been fighting and arguing for
the access to be once again
available for taxis.

Ups and downs

There have been many ups

and downs along the way, with
multiple hurdles put in our path
(and the height of those hurdles
adjusted just as we approach)
but we have also met with some
very supportive businesses, city
officers, councilmen and women
and Alderman, Alderwomen and
Lords along the way as well.

We are now probably at the
final hurdle. It’s not going to be
an easy hurdle and the odds are
against us, so we don’t know if we
are going to make it over but with
some good people on our side
such as Alderman Timothy Hailes,
Deputy James Thompson, Lord
Holmes and many more besides
and alongside endorsements from
the Ned Hotel, Royal Exchange
and the London Chamber of
Commerce, who all requested
that we once again have access,
we have at least managed to get
this far. Believe you me, given
the amount of roadblocks (pun
intended) that had been placed in
our path, it is astonishing that we
have got this far.

So, what is the final hurdle,
well that is a vote at the Court
of Common Council at the City
of London. It’s fair to say that
at the start of this journey, the
supportive voice within was
very small but by engaging and
meeting many people in recent
years that voice has become
stronger and louder and on the
20th of June, we will find out if
that voice is loud enough when a
vote will be taking place following
the final report by City of London
officers on whether there is a

www.ltda.co.uk

i justification in their opinion

on permitting an experiment
reinstating taxi access.

A misleading report

The report in its summary states
“arguments are finally balanced
and evidence mixed’, so it is very
disappointing that the officers
that wrote the report gave a
recommendation to keep things
as they are and not give us access.

Taking a closer look at the
report, which will be used by
those who do not want us to have
access, to justify their decision,
itis difficult to see how that
conclusion was reached. Much of
the report is based on flawed data,
they haven’t even managed to get
some of the basics right, at no time
did they ask us or any member of
the taxi trade to be involved, at no
time in the collection of the data
on the costs and journey times
was an actual London taxi used!!
You would have thought that if
they wanted to complete a fair and
impartial report they would have
asked for our input, no request
was ever made.

Here are just a couple of the
issues we spotted with the data
and report which we have written
to all the concerned parties about.

They sought to prove that there
are no issues with taxi availability
in the City by saying that when
they opened an App it says taxis
are available within six minutes.

Of course, an App saying that and
adriver actually accepting and
completing the job is a different
matter. I can open an App outside
the Ned and see five cabs in the
vicinity, but if they are in Cornhill or
King William Street, they won't be
coming to pick me up. To be fair to
the report, it does state ‘it’s crucial
to note, no rides were actually
booked or undertaken’ That part
though won’t make the headline,
instead what they take from it will
be, “taxis are easily available’.

In completing the cost
and time survey to see if the
restrictions have made journeys
longer and/or more expensive.
Navigation app, Waze, was used
to configure some routes and
for the Southwark Street to Silk

¢ Street route they were looking it
i took them via Blackfriars Bridge,

i because Waze didn’t permit the

London Bridge route as general
traffic is restricted. That begs
the question, why bother to
calculate the time and cost on a
route that a taxi wouldn't take or
more shockingly, why a so-called
reputable company who were
conducting this ‘professional’
report didn’t know to use the Taxi
setting in Waze that would show a
route via London Bridge?

We've now sent a more detailed
briefing to every member of
the Court of Common Council
highlighting all the issues with
the report which made the
following points.

LTDA briefing

We are very concerned by the
methodology used in the Taxi
Availability Report conducted
by WSP, which forms the basis
of the officers’ recommendation
and the assertion that there

is “no transport” reason to
justify making a change and
restoring taxi access. The data
was gathered, and report written
with no input from the taxi trade,
leading taxi apps and shockingly
no licensed taxis were ever
actually used or hired during
the data gathering - in fact, we
can assume from reading it that
no one ever stepped foot in an
actual licensed taxi.

The officers’ report also does
not include any other data, such
as data from taxi apps which
has previously been shown to
contradict that included in the
WSP report, and from what we
can tell minimal effort was made
to gather additional, real-world
data. As a result of this, there are
significant discrepancies and
questionable conclusions drawn
in the report which I would like
to highlight.

Just wrong
Taxi fares go up in 20p
increments, yet the report quotes
fares such as £12.15 and £13.88
and it is unclear how these could
have been calculated based on
TfL's Tariff 1.

The routes surveyed to look
at the impact of the current

i restrictions on journey times and
i fares are not reflective of routes a

taxi would use as they are not the
most direct. The data gathered
for ‘fastest’ routes was calculated
on app Waze, these routes do not
reflect the real-world routes taxi
drivers would take as Waze does
not account for the use of bus
lanes and other routes open to
taxis such as London Bridge.

Testing their routes

The LTDA tested both north and
southbound routes for one of
the location pairs used by WSP

- Southwark Street to Silk Street
(Via London Bridge) - to assess
the impact on journey times
and fares of the restrictions by
comparing the route through
Bank Junction against routes
using necessary detours to avoid
the restrictions. Two cabs set

off at the same time on Friday
10" May 2024. The weather was
good, and the traffic conditions
were described as normal by the
drivers. We found that the route
via Bank Junction came out with
a journey time of 10 minutes

4 seconds and fare of £13.60
compared to WSP’s figures,
which were 14 minutes 54
seconds and a fare of £12.15. (It
must be noted that fares will not

i be directly comparable as WSP
i conducted their surveys before

€ @TheLTDA



the taxi tariff and fare increase

in April 2024, but journey times
are like for like.) We then tested
the alternative routes and found
similar discrepancies.

Perhaps more importantly, to
get from Southwark Street to Silk
Street, in reality a highly trained
cabbie with the Knowledge
would travel via London Bridge
and Cannon Street, which is
the best alternative route to
using Bank Junction. This was
not tested as WSP used Waze,
which took them via Blackfriars
because it did not recognise
that taxis can use London
Bridge. The cabbie ‘real-world
route’ which we surveyed, took
20 minutes 55 secs with a fare
of £20.80. When compared to
our data for the direct route
via Bank Junction above, this
shows that the restrictions are
adding considerably to taxi
journey times and fares, as
the route needed to avoid the
restrictions was 10 minutes and
51 seconds longer and the fare
£6.80 more. We do not consider
these differences negligible and
neither do our passengers.

Similarly, southbound we
found that via Bank Junction the
route took 7 mins 55 seconds at
a fare of £11.40 compared to the

€ @TheLTDA

current required best real-world
route that would be used by a
taxi driver via Cannon Street and
London Bridge, which came out
at 22 mins 13 seconds with a fare
of £20.80 which was longer by 14
minutes 8 seconds and cost an
additional £9.10.

App data
Turning to the ride hailing app
surveys undertaken as part of the
availability report. Gett, one of
the two largest taxi apps which
focuses on business accounts
and corporate work (likely the
kind most prevalent in the City),
was for some reason discounted.
The report also highlights the
fact that no journeys were made
as part of these surveys. This
renders the data completely
useless as there is no way of
knowing whether the vehicle
would have arrived in the time
frame given and whether the job
would have been completed.
Real world data from FREE
NOW has shown the scale of
the problem in the City finding
that out of all the licensed taxi
requests from 1 July 2023 until
23 October 2023, three out of
four could not be fulfilled and
just under half of corporate taxi

i requests made by businesses

in the area were also unable to
be fulfilled. Figures from Gett,
also showed 40% of jobs around
Bank were unfulfilled, compared
to 33% in Covent Garden and
18% in Knightsbridge. Gett also
recorded average waiting times
of over six minutes, which was
double the wait in Knightsbridge
and 33% longer wait than in
Covent Garden.

Rank analysis

The taxi rank analysis also lacks
any real-world context and rather
unsurprisingly shows that some of
the ranks close to Bank Junction
have some of the lowest usage,
but this is precisely because of
the restrictions. Ranks including
Queen Victoria Street, Leadenhall
Street, Cornhill, Princes Street,
Gresham Street (Bank end) were
previously very well-serviced

by taxis and frequented by
passengers and would be again

if Bank Junction was available or
if access and egress was easier.
The majority of ranks that showed
low usage beyond the immediate
Bank area were also those that
have difficult access due to other
road restrictions, with examples
including Appold Street,
Devonshire Square, Little New

¢ Street and Tudor Street. The busy

i comparison.

ranks were those with easy access
and egress, in many ways proving
the point that the restrictions are
clearly impacting the availability
of licensed taxis and rank usage.
Even where rank usage was found
to be higher e.g. at Liverpool
Street, the figures showed lower
number of taxis than we would
expect at a major railway station,
and we know that there have been
many times in the last two years
when there has been a serious
shortage of taxis at Liverpool
Street, with TfL contacting us
asking us to put out comms to
drivers urging them to go there on
a number of occasions.

Poor comparison
Finally, the taxi availability
comparisons drawn with
locations in the West End are
misleading because some of
the locations chosen such

as Regent’s Street have also
seen significant changes to
road layouts, which have
similarly limited the number
of taxis circulating in the

area and deterred drivers.

We understand that this was
only area for which data was
available but again we feel it is
a poor and unrepresentative
HLTDA
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Senior Rep Sam Houston

M4 musings

pril was another

month of strong

demand at Heathrow,

though waiting times
are variable and there have
been a number of occasions
recently when both car parks
have been full.

Following the recent Tariff
adjustment there has been some
discussion on changing the price
of the ‘Fare’s Fair’ journeys.
These are journeys to nearby
destinations that are outside the
TfL area, and can be offered at a
fixed price with a return ticket.
Although many of these journeys
are priced above what the meter
would go, others are not, and
drivers are sometimes reluctant
to accept these jobs, particularly
late at night when there might
not be another job afterwards.
Any driver with a view on this can
speak to a representative.

It’s worth remembering that
every Taxi journey we sell is a job
our competitors didn’t get and
money into our pocket that could
go elsewhere. It’s also another
cab off the rank and another cab
out of the feeder park. I've always
taken these jobs, as Ifind them
to be well worth doing. Maybe if
the prices go up a little bit more
drivers will feel the same.

DBS advice

This has perhaps been written

i and then heard nothing back,

i only to find their application

{ runs on and on without being

i progressed, and is eventually

i withdrawn, often leading to the
i driver having to reapply and

i potentially run out of licence.

This situation is unfair on the

i applicants, as minor errors such
i asthese should be relatively

i straightforward to correct as part
of the application process.

After all, drivers are paying

i money in good faith to receive

i aservice and it is not right that

i people should be out of work for
i such trivial reasons. Let’s hope

i the process can be improved

i sooner rather than later, but

i for now we would encourage

{ members to make sure you are as
i accurate as possible when filling

i out the application, whether you

i are doing it yourself or with help

¢ from the LTDA.

¢ Fixed fares, anybody?

i A certain app that shall remain
nameless has recently caused

i cabbie controversy by offering

i fixed fares to customers. Of course,
i thisisnot the first time and won’t

i bethelast - I don’t work apps, so

i Idon'tknow what the price levels

i are like, but I think this whole

! idea of passengers having ‘meter

The big fight

! anxiety’ is a nonsense.

Whatever customers say, most

people know what a Taximeter is

i and it’s perfectly possible to ask

i the driver at any hiring to give you
i anidea of cost if you're not sure.

As always, the best way to

i hire a Taxi is off the street or a

i rank, and most of our customers
¢ know that. Of course, there is
work to be won from those who

i want a cab to pick them up from
i home or from a restaurant, but

i we've been down this fixed price
i route before, I'd be surprised if

i they have much success with it,

i particularly when it’s busy.

Good luck out there.

about elsewhere recently but I'm
going to reiterate it again here.
At the moment especially, it is

so important to be careful when
entering details into your DBS
application.

We have had lots of delays
recently associated with names,
former names and different
spelling of names. For some
unknown reason the current
provider being used by TfL
to process DBS applications
appears unable to grapple
with these complexities, if any
confusion arises.

Several times, we have had a
situation where a member has
been contacted for clarification by

i LTDA
email, has responded in good time :

good luck to him.

www.ltda.co.uk

I actually only caught the last four rounds of the Fury
— Usyk fight the other day but by all accounts it was
a classic.

As I switched on, I could see that Usyk was cut
and Tyson wasn't which seemed a good sign, and
commentators agreed he had the best of the early
rounds. But when Usyk produced that magnificent
onslaught in the ninth round and caught him with
some massive shots, Tyson Fury was all but finished.

Somehow he stayed in the fight, and I thought he showed enormous heart and strength to
fight on through the final three rounds, still hitting, still scoring punches and looking the other
guy in the eye all the way to the end. He's a huge bloke and to still be able to lift those arms in
the 12 round after all he had taken was truly impressive.

Some people thought that the referee should have stopped it in the ninth and for sure Tyson
was saved by the ropes and the bell. But that's boxing and in the end he walked out of there
and maybe there will be a rematch.

Whatever happens next, he fought like a champion and did himself and his country proud,

€ @TheLTDA
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RENT YOUR TAXI
FROM CABVISION.

i 5 - .l . ny i -

BRAND NEW TXE'S AVAILABLE,

AS WELL AS A SMALL RANGE OF OTHER VEHICLES

020 7655 6970 info@cabvision.com €& @cabvisiontaxi cabvision.com/taxi-rental




@EAXY) News

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL
For the UEFA Champions League Final on Saturday 1* June there

will be a number of road and rank closures and diversions in place :

across central London.

Several timed taxi rank suspensions will take place as the
following hotels will be hosting UEFA officials. Please note
all these hotels are at 99 per cent capacity for the officials.
Suspensions will be in place on Friday 31% May and Saturday 1*
June 2024 at the following ranks:

e Park Lane (Grosvenor House Hotel)

¢ Portman Square (Churchill Hyatt Regency London Hotel)

¢ Westbourne Street (Royal Lancaster Hotel)

¢ Upper Ground (Sea Containers)

On Friday 31 May, the Grosvenor House taxi rank will be

suspended from 5.30pm to 8.30pm to accommodate a UEFA

dinner.

The Churchill Hyatt Regency Taxi rank will be suspended from

6.00pm - 8.00pm again for a dinner.

On Saturday 1% June from 3.00pm - 6.00pm the Grosvenor
House, Churchill, Royal Lancaster, and Sea Containers will be
suspended at the same time for egress from the hotels by UEFA
officials to Wembley.

Kick off for the final itself is at 8.00pm. The event taxi rank will
be on Engineers Way.

Key road closures:
¢ Pall Mall East -Wednesday 29" 12.01am to Monday 3" June

12.01am.

e Morley’s Hill/Charing Cross Road/Duncannon Street to be
closed 15:00 on Friday 31 May 3.00pm to Saturday 1% June 2024
01.30am.

Champions Festival (Regent Street): Wednesday 29" May -

Saturday 1* June 2024:

e Regent Street and surrounding roads will close from
Wednesday 29" May 7.00pm to Saturday 1st June 7.00am.

Three strategic closures will also be utilised to manage traffic

See your _.
advertisement here

TAXI is the membership magazine for the
Licensed Taxi Drivers’ Association (LTDA). It
is circulated to 12,000 taxi drivers in
London every fortnight.

The LTDA is the definitive voice of and for
London cab drivers and is responsible for
ensuring best practise in the trade, making
sure its members’ voices are heard and
serving members with the back up and
support they need.

B Getin touch

To see your advertisement in the
leading magazine for black cab
drivers in London contact us today:

g James Martin

] james.martin@cplone.co.uk

& 01727 739 185

www.ltda.co.uk

around the Soho area. These will be staffed by traffic stewards and
. installed/removed as required:
i o Wardour Street from Shaftesbury Avenue

Broadwick Street from Wardour Street

[ ]
. o Noel Street from Wardour Street
[ ]

North Carriage Drive closure from Tuesday 28™ May -
Wednesday 5 June 2024.

There will also be two fan zones in place:

Fan Zone 1 (Victoria Embankment) full road and cycle

. lane closure: Friday 31 May - Sunday 2" June (Real Madrid)
i Accessibility pick-up at Northumberland Avenue and step free
i drop off is Sandell Street for Waterloo Station.

Fan Zone 2 (Hyde Park) - Tuesday 28" May - Saturday 2"

June 2024 (Borussia Dortmund). Full closure Saturday 1% June.
i Accessibility pick-up is Park Lane and step free drop off is
: Marylebone Station.

More details including maps will be available via social media

. and further information will be sent to drivers via updates from TfL.

€ @TheLTDA



Bespoke and tailored for the trade

S U9Y INTRODUCING
A NEW LEVC
EXTENDED WARRANTY

From only £4 per day

V] Comprehensive cover

V] Spread the cost monthly

Minimal downtime

1,2 & 3 year plans available

V] Replacement hire taxi available

CALL 0207 377 2182

the
autogroup g kpm )

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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SO YOU THINK

The Churchill Arms Pub

ith its ornate external

floral decor, the Churchill
Arms Pub is probably one of
the most recognisable drinking
establishments in London.
Situated at 119 Kensington
Church Street, this 1750s built
establishment is actually one of
the city's oldest.

Previously known as the
'Church-on-the-Hill', the
pub had its name changed to
the Churchill Arms after the
Second World War, in honour of
Winston Churchill’s grandfather
John Spencer-Churchill (and
not Winston himself) who
frequented the establishment
in the 1800s. John Spencer-
Churchill was the 7" Duke of
Marlborough and Viceroy of
Ireland... and was always short
of money.

The location carries the
rather unique distinction of
being a Chelsea Flower Show
winner too. Over the Christmas
period it becomes one of the
most decorated (and highly
illuminated) pubs in London,
with barely a square inch of the
exterior free of decoration. Its
other claim to fame is that it
was the first pub to serve Thai
food, dishing up this cuisine
since the early 1990s. One
of the more dubious claims
associated with it is that
Winston Churchill performed
broadcasts from the venue.
This is, of course, completely
false. The pub does however,
celebrate its links with
Churchill with a plethora of
different types of memorabilia
attributed to the former PM.

www.ltda.co.uk
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William Blake

oet, painter, printmaker,

William Blake spent most of
his life as a tragic, unrecognised
talent. Now considered to be a
major figure in the art and literary
world, and what's not generally
known about him is that he was
born in a house near Soho.

Blake’s birth took place at 28
Broad Street, in 1757. The house was
situated at the corner of Marshall
Street and was a five storey building
(including a basement). The area of
Soho, just to the East of Broad and
Marshall Street, was nothing more
than fields at this point in history.
Blake lived here until he was 25,
before moving to another property
in Green Street. It is believed that

the poet was driven out of his house by his father, James, who became A series of 70 mosaics commemorate the work of William
enraged after disapproving of his marriage to an 'educated' woman. Blake, situated in the railway tunnels of Waterloo Station.

In 1790, Blake and his wife eventually moved to 13 Hercules As for 28 Broad Street? It no longer exists and the road has
Buildings, Hercules Road, living there for a decade. Although been renamed Broadwick Street. The only recognition of
the property was demolished in 1918, there is a commemorative Blake’s birth in that street is a high-rise block of flats called
plaque dedicated to him. William Blake House.

London’s smallest house

We all know that available housing in London has become
somewhat scarce. Space to build new properties is at a
premium, with buildings going upwards rather than outwards.
However, there is a residential property in London which
makes maximum use of its surroundings while occupying an
extraordinarily small space.

At just four feet wide and 32 feet long, 10 Hyde Park Place,
located near Marble Arch, is officially London’s smallest
residential building.

This tiny dwelling dates back to 1805 and is situated
between two much larger mansion blocks. Interestingly,
legend has it that the house was built to deter grave robbers.
These ne’er-do-wells were alleged to have used the passage
where the house is situated as a cut-through to reach St
George’s Graveyard. A more likely scenario is that the
property was used as a small annexe for servants' quarters,
as part of a neighbouring mansion.

Another (somewhat wild) theory attributed to the home
was that it was the abode of a mythical dwarf. In fact, it was
even dubbed the 'Dwarf’s dream house' after an old legend
arose whereby a mythical creature with a red face and
long beard supposedly ran out every night on the stroke of
midnight and played by himself in Broad Walk.

The property, which contains just two rooms connected
by a ladder, with a partition separating the upper room, was
inhabited by a man named Lewis Grant Wallace who was
reportedly its first and only tenant.

In 1913, the property was sold at auction for £9,250,
although the auction price may have also included
the neighbouring property. The house was eventually
incorporated into Tyburn Convent, its current residents
are the Benedictine nuns who never step outside the walls
of the convent.

Pictured in the 1970's copyright unknown

€ @TheLTDA www.ltda.co.uk



Columnist | Emma Lunn

The Art of Direct Debits

Money matters

n case you were not

aware, Direct Debit (DD)

is an automated payment

method used to pay for
things such as household
bills, mobile phone contracts,
gym memberships, and debt
payments. It’s also used for
subscriptions such as Spotify
and Netflix, and for charity
donations.

Generally speaking, using
DDs is convenient and can
actually save you money. But
there are a few scenarios where
itis best avoided.

When to

use them

DD is always the best

option for paying
phone or broadband bills, with
most telecom firms adding a
surcharge for customers who do
not pay this way.

The same applies to energy
companies as the majority of gas
and electricity tariffs are only
available to customers who pay
this way.

Energy bills

According to MoneySavingExpert.
com, paying on receipt of an
energy bill is on average 6%
higher than paying by DD. This
means a typical home on a DD
will pay £1,690 a year for energy,
but those paying on receipt of
their bills will pay £1,796 a year.

Council Tax benefits
When it comes to Council
Tax, most local authorities
give households the option of
paying the whole bill upfront, in
two half-yearly instalments or
monthly (either in person, at the
bank, over the phone or online).
If you miss two monthly
payments, you lose your right
to pay in instalments and will
be sent a demand for the whole
amount. With the average bill
now being over £2,000 this would
be a struggle for most people.
This is why DD is a good idea,
as it spreads the cost of the bill
throughout the year at no extra
charge and ensures you don’t
miss a payment.

www.ltda.co.uk
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Credit cards

If you have credit card debt,
you'll need to make at least

a minimum payment each
month. Missing a payment can
result in penalty charges or an

Auto-renewals

Car insurance auto-renewal
might sound convenient, but it
doesn’t mean your policy will
be renewed at the same price as
the previous year. Your insurer

i Annual Percentage Rate

i (APR) on monthly car insurance
i payments can be high. A recent
i survey by Which? found the

i average APR charged was 23%,

i with some charging between as

introductory rate of interest - much as 30% and 40%. should send your renewal price
such as a 0% deal - revertingback ~ : a few weeks before your policy
to the standard rate. It could also Insurance renewals ends - this should act as a prompt

damage your credit rating.

You can set up a DD for your
credit card to make either the
minimum payment, a fixed
amount each month, or to pay
the bill in full each time.

i Most insurers also give

i drivers the option to auto-

i renew their policy each year.

i This is normally done via a

i recurring payment on their

¢ credit or debit card. This type
i of payment is also known as a

to shop around and see if you can
get cheaper cover elsewhere. If
you can, make sure your policy is
not set to auto-renew.

It’s a similar story with where
you live too, with most home
insurers charging extra for DD

When not to continuous payment authority payments. Among providers in a
use them i (CPA) and is setup by a Which? home insurance survey,
Drivers paying their i company using your debit or APRs for paying monthly

i credit card details, instead of

i your current account details.

i  Bear in mind that recurring

i payments can be a bit trickier
i to cancel than a DDs. You can
i cancel DDs via your online

i banking, but you'll need to

i cancel the company taking the

car insurance by
monthly DD risk paying over the
odds for the convenience.

If you opt to pay yours
monthly, rather than upfront
for the year’s premium, you are
effectively taking a loan for the

ranged from 2% to 34%. So

it's always cheaper to pay the
whole premium upfront if you
can. Your home insurance
policy might also be set to
auto-renew, so check you're
happy with the premium before
letting your home insurer take
the payment. TAXI

€ @TheLTDA



Central London Taxi Hire LTD

ATTENTION to all taxi
drivers now is the best
time to get into a brand
new electric taxi.

THIS MONTHS
SPECIAL PROMOTION PRICE

WHILST STOCK LAST

JUST ORDERED AND TAKING DELIVERY OF

25 BRAND NEW

?

FULLY LOADED
VISTA COMFORT PLUS
ELECTRIC TAXIS

Electric taxi rents
starting from £320.

For details and to add yourself to the waiting list please get in touch come far;St
Office: 020 7613 4442 Mobile: 07714821482 | 07746135337 ~ ~CIVed:
Email: cs.taxis@yahoo.co.uk

Unit 22, Redburn Industrial Estate, Woodall Road, Enfield, EN3 4LE

www.ltda.co.uk
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TAXI] Columnist | Robert Lordan

Murder At The Savoy

First opened in 1889, the Savoy Hotel, which was built using profits from  ° °

Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas, has long been considered the epitome of luxury. ¢

Rob's history tips
PR EEEEe e

he Savoy has something

of a dark side. For in

its 135-year history,

its plush interior has
borne witness to two separate
murders.

The prince & the playboy
The first of these crimes occurred
in the summer of 1923.

Born in Paris in 1890,
Marguerite Alibert came from a
humble background. Her father
was a coachman and mother
a housekeeper. She was also
considered to be exceptionally
beautiful, and at the age of 26
began working as a high class
escort.

In 1917, Alibert happened to
meet Edward Prince of Wales
(whose later relationship with
Wallis Simpson sparked the
Abdication Crisis) whilst he
was serving as an officer on the
Western Front in France.

The future king became
besotted with Alibert, and wrote
many raunchy letters to her,

www.ltda.co.uk

although by the end of the war
i he’d ceased contact.

Then in 1922, Alibert escorted
arich businessman on a trip to
Egypt, and whilst there she met
another wealthy fellow named
Ali Fahmy Bey; a playboy who

hailed from one of Cairo’s most
i prominent families.

Like the Prince, Bey became
enamoured with the beautiful
Parisian and the pair went on to
marry in January of 1923.

: Rowin the Savoy
In July of that same year, the
: newlyweds travelled to London

where they took a room at the
Savoy.

However, this was no
honeymoon period as the

¢ couple were notorious for

i arguing in public; their spats

i often descending into biting and
i kicking.

On 9% July, they attended
an operetta entitled The Merry
Widow, which was playing at
Daly’s Theatre, a now lost venue

i once located on Cranbourn
i Street. Aferwards, they returned
i to the Savoy for a late dinner.

There, in the fancy dining

i room, one of their rows kicked
i off, in which Alibert was heard

shouting, “Shut up or I'll smash
this bottle of wine over your
head!] to which Bey replied that
he’d happily do the same to her.
The pair calmed down when

waiters intervened, although
i justa few hours later, at around
i 2.30am and in the middle of an

almighty thunderstorm, several
shots were heard ringing out
from their room.

Alibert’s trial

It transpired that Alibert had
gained possession of a Browning
i pistol that she’d used to shoot her

husband several times, striking

him in the head, back and neck.
Bey was rushed to Charing

Cross Hospital, but was dead

¢ within an hour.

Alibert’s trial caused a

sensation when it was held over
i six days during September of

1923. At the trial, it was claimed
her husband was a sadistic,
sexual deviant, which was
enough for the jury to find her

i not guilty.

In the wake of this, Alibert

attempted to obtain property
¢ from her late husband by suing

his family. The attempt failed
though, as an Egyptian Court
rejected the Old Bailey’s verdict.

Catherine Russell

The second murder at the Savoy

occurred in the autumn of 1980.
On 1* October, a 27-year-old

i woman named Catherine Russell
i who, like Alibert, worked as an

escort, travelled to the hotel from

i her Chelsea Cloisters apartment.

She had an appointment
with a man, supposedly from
Birmingham, who'd given his
name as D. Richards. This was a
complete fabrication because,
in reality, the punter was called
Tony Marriott, and he lived in
Horsham.

At around 10.15pm, screams
were heard coming from
Marriott’s room on the eighth
floor. They were so disturbing

i thata member of staff decided

to investigate. Upon reaching the
door however, they were nearly

i knocked over as Marriott burst
i from the room and fled the hotel.

Tragically, Cathrine lay dead; her
bloodied body sprawled across the
bed. She’d been stabbed over 50
times with a clasp knife.

Marriott apprehended
Marriott hailed a taxi to the
President Hotel, where he tried -
and failed - to take his own life.

Back at the Savoy, he’d dropped
a small diary, complete with his

i name and address. Just a few days

later, after his image was shown on
television, the landlord of a pub

i in Southend-on-Sea spotted the

suspect and alerted police.

Once arrested, Marriott claimed
he’d invited Catherine to the
Savoy as he did indeed intend to
kill her. his excuse being that due
to ‘a resentment of normal sexual
relationships” he'd always wanted
to murder a sex woker.

At his trial, it was argued Marriott
suffered from a psychopathic
disorder, and after being found

i guilty of manslaughter he was sent
¢ to Broadmoor for an indefinite

sentence.

(X) @TheLTDA



Accountants Ltd

Short and Sons Accountants Ltd
Centurion House

Staines Upon Thames

TW18 4AX

07481 479933

N

£299 FEES PER YEAR, INCLUDING VAT!

Move accountants in under 5 minutes!

Excellent service at fair fixed fees

Established 2017 with over 500 repeat Clients

100% Green badge holder owned!

Offices only 7 Mins from LHR T5 with parking

1000s of tax returns filed

Sign off your return on the mobile

185+ 5-star Google reviews with more on FB

All trades welcome, Electricians to Plumbers! fﬁ’gg:;ﬂg;;,g,gg;;?»
We also service Ltd Co’s, Payroll, VAT, CGT, CIS )

07481 479933

WWW.SHORTANDSONS.CO.UK
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Having trouble getting a Mortgage?

We've got the knowledge.

Equity Release « Mortgage Advice ¢« Protection

¥ rit ] - -
|i'-'-|' i

. —

_ TheBlack Cab
insurance specialists
with 50 years in the business.

Free Breakdown
Insurance

At Allan Reece Associates LLP, we work with the country’s
leading mortgage lenders to find the right solution for you.

For over 25 years we have arranged mortgages

for licensed London taxi drivers. Call today ﬂ
Equity Release
to speak to one of our specialist team Council
% % % % Kk Rated 4.8 out of 5on Google and find out how we can help you.
}/‘\ O llO n reece Call now to arrange a FREE consultation
Ca“ I‘IOWOI‘I02085048222 )/‘\/‘\ ASSOCIATES LLP 0203 935 7999

Sutherland-direct.co.uk Capital House, Appleton Way, Hornchurch RM12 4XY « info@arallp.co.uk « www.arallp.co.uk

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
Allan Reece Associates LLP is Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Number: 798177.

€ @TheLTDA www.ltda.co.uk



CABSUXANCE

LONDON'S LEADING

We have over 45 years of experience working with the licensed
London taxi trade to arrange:

+ Breakdown Cover
 Excess Protection Cover
+ Vehicle Hire

« Public Liability Insurance
- Legal Expenses

- Key Care

[w]% o [w] Scan to get aquote or call into
- our office to chat through your
business’ insurance needs specifically:

Call s for @ quote ¢

GET IN TOUCH W=l Cosn (L
020 8597 2622 Ces pemEAnTTHE
cabsurance.com " % ' Ik

Cabsurance is a trading name of Emrose (Insurance Brokers) Limited, which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN: 304324).
Registered Address: 6th Floor, One America Square, 17 Crosswall, London, England,
EC3N 2LB. Registered in England and Wales. (Company No. 761961).

A Specialist Risk
Emrose (Insurance Brokers) Limited is part of the Specialist Risk Group. Group €0mp0ny

www.ltda.co.uk € @TheLTDA
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Make sure the trade’s.best legal team_
has_yvour back.Join the LTDA today!

Even the most experienced London taxi drivers can find themselves in legal trouble,
and with the law constantly changing, it's easy to get caught out.

re
The LTDA has the taxi trade’s only dedicated, in-house legal team, f Cz-in-llll €
defending members for all alleged offences (traffic, hackney or 0]o1
criminal) with a track record second to none.

Bl Free legal cover for all LTDA members
B Experienced, specialist team on call and here to help 24/7
B Four times more likely than the national average to get an acquittal*

*Based on percentage of successful outcomes out of total number of cases, compared to national average. www.ltda.co.uk

www.ltda.co.uk
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¢’ », Entertainment Corner
s .

Our resident film critic takes us through this month’s biggest cinema releases to

|5
recommend to your passengers.

i Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga (15) O
i In 2015, George Miller reintroduced us to Mad Max’s singular
LR TR TR 3 cunts that had o be seen to be pelioved. Furiosa —a prequel. -
with stunts that had to be seen to be believed. Furiosa - a prequel

: tothat movie - offers more of the same insane vehicular warfare
i alongside a five chapter origin story for the titular heroine, first
brought to such vivid life by Charlize Theron. And while it doesn’t
quite reach the highs of Fury Road, at its best it comes damn close.

In Theron’s place this time round is Alyla Browne and, after a
time jump that surprisingly comes halfway into the movie, Anya
i Taylor-Joy. The transition between the adolescent and adult Furiosa
is seamless, with both actors embodying the steely fierceness of
the character. With little dialogue to work with, Taylor-Joy uses her
emotive eyes especially well to convey intensity at every turn. Even
better is Chris Hemsworth as Dementus, a villainous warlord who
revels in cruelty.

Together with peerless action direction - there is a lot going on
in multiple mammoth sequences, but each beat has clarity and
momentum - this is an instalment of the Mad Max Saga you won’t
want to miss. The director of Happy Feet has made another banger.

Hit Man (15) © v b fh g

It says a lot about the quality of Hit Man - the latest feature Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga is in cinemas now.
from Richard Linklater - that it’s right up there with the best of

the director’s storied filmography. Very loosely based on a true
22 story, it stars man of the moment Glen Powell as Gary Johnson,

a dorky philosophy professor who helps out the police with

some surveillance work before being suddenly thrust into the

role of a hired killer. What follows is by turns hilarious, sexy, and

wonderfully entertaining, with winning performances coalescing

beautifully with whip smart writing.

Indeed, the script (co-written by Powell) not only wrings a lot of
humorous mileage out of Johnson’s numerous hitmen identities, but
ithas a lot to say about the id & ego and how to go about becoming
your best selves. Add that to the sizzling chemistry between Powell’s
Johnson and Adria Arjona’s Madison - she hires a hitman named
Ron to eliminate her husband, but it’s actually Gary undercover, as
their relationship takes some unexpected twists and turns - and you
have one of the most purely enjoyable films of the year. And if that’s
not enough, it's worth watching this in cinemas for one especially
clever third act sequence - you'll know it when you see it.

R R O

Hit Man is in cinemas now.

e

Hoard (18) C

The phrase ‘one person’s trash is another person’s treasure’ is put to the
ultimate test in Hoard, the feature debut of writer-director Luna Carmoon.
It stars Saura Lightfoot-Leon as Maria, a foster kid who finds herself drawn
to Michael (Joseph Quinn) following a personal tragedy. Their evolving
relationship reignites a hoarding habit passed down from mother to daughter,
with consequences that are as intimate and compassionate as they are gross.
Indeed, Hoard is not for the faint of heart: grime, sweat, saliva, and other
bodily fluids aren’t just on the screen but feel as if they come through it, with
the detailed production design only accentuating the unsanitary environs that
much more. Some of that messiness is true of the storytelling too - though
grief is inherently confusing, more clarity for certain characters would not
have gone amiss. Still, the central performance by Lightfoot-Leon is fearless
and committed, and the opening 30 minutes as the mother-daughter
relationship is established - featuring Hayley Squires in a standout turn - is
beautifully tender.

* Kk ok Yo

Hoard is in cinemas now.

Alpha Violet

www.ltda.co.uk | \ (X) @TheLTDA

Warner Bros. Pictures



HAILING ALL CABBIES!

EXCLUSIVE OFFERTO ALL MALE LICENSED
THE LONDON BLACK CAB DRIVERS

WELLMAN

CLINIC = I' Your very own health MOT
: foraninclusive £430 at

The WellMan Clinic

THE LEADING CLINIC FOR MEN’S HEALTH IN LONDON

- 15 minutes with a degree qualified nurse
who will weigh and measure, take blood
and urine samples for all essential primary
testsand doan ECG

- 30 minutes with an experienced male
doctor who will take a full history,do a
physical examination, and will assess and
carefully explain all the findings

HALF PRICE FOR THE FIRST FOUR TO BOOK!

02076372018 | 32 WEYMOUTH STREET, LONDON, W1G 7BU
INFO@WELLMANCLINIC.ORG | WWW.WELLMANCLINIC.ORG

We understand your business and,we’re here

m to help, so let us take the strain of dealing

with your accounts.and tax obligations.

With over 50 years’ experience of the
Our services include: taxi trade and more than 30 expert
- Preparation of accounts staff me_mbers,_ we believe that we are
- Bookkeeping the leading taxi drivers’ accountancy
- Tax Returns firm in the UK.

- VAT Returns Phone us today on: 020 8980 7161

- Payroll - See us at: Unit 6, Quebec Wharf
- Tax enquiries and investigations 14 Thomas Road

- Loss of earnings claims Limehouse

- Company formation and advice London E14 7AF

- One point of contact for ongoing continuity or: 9 Church Road, Stanmore

- Easy payment terms Middlesex HA7 4AR
Email: info@mcordell.co.uk

FREE & SECURE PARKING ON SITE Web: www.martin-cordell.co.uk
CALL US TO ARRANGE A FREE FIRST CONSULTATION — IN PERSON OR OVER THE PHONE

€ @TheLTDA www.ltda.co.uk




Taxi Charity and Veterans

Taxi Charity

Visit Marks Dutch
Liberation

Taxi Charity-..lohnn);GaIIagher with

What exactly does Dutch
Liberation refer to?

Dutch Liberation is
an important two days in
the calendar. 4" May is a day
of remembrance across the
Netherlands, and 5" May is
one of celebration to mark the
capitulation of the Germans.
The Taxi Charity has been
making an annual trip there
since 2012, and this year we
were joined by a Canadian
veteran in Wageningen, the
Dutch city of liberation.

What were the highlights

of the trip?
The trip is always very

www.ltda.co.uk

™ LS : =
a group of WWII veterans.

i

i special for veterans, volunteers
i and drivers. This year, Market

i Garden veteran Geoff Roberts
had the honour of lighting

i the flame of liberation with

i Canadian veteran George

i Brewster, at midnight in the

{ Wageningen town square, that
i was watched by millions on

! Dutch TV.

The following day,

i thousands of people arrived

in Wageningen to watch the

i annual Liberation Day Parade,

i which we were honoured to

¢ lead, driving three golf carts and
i two London cabs carrying Taxi

i Charity veterans.

The vets are showered with

e

i flowers, gifts and thunderous

i applause during the 5km route.
i Itis heartening to see the

tears shared by the veterans

i and families of those they had

i liberated 79 years earlier.

Can you sum up the
i emotion of the journey?

For anyone making

i this trip for the first time it is

¢ impossible to explain the feeling
of overwhelming gratitude,

i warmth and love that the Dutch
i express towards their liberators.
i Every generation is in the crowd
i and everyone knows that they

i owe their freedom to these

i wonderful individuals.

Why is there such an
i outpouring of thanks?

As we were never

occupied, I don’t think we will

i ever be able to fully understand

i their history, but one of our

i guests summed it up perfectly:

i during lunch on 4® May, we were
i joined by Hans Kranenburg,

i President of the Police Sport

¢ Association, who delivered a

¢ wonderful speech which came

i from the heart.

i “We are extremely honoured and

i privileged with your presence.

i Without your sacrifices, and those
i of the many soldiers and freedom
i fighters, we would not have been

€ @TheLTDA



L
Market Garden veteran Geoff Roberts.

able to stand here to speak freely
and to walk in freedom. Words
cannot express what you have
done for us. We will never fully
understand the depth of your scars.
Your dedication and commitment
to liberate our country will always
be in our hearts and minds. We
owe you so much.”

@&XD Planning these trips must
be a huge undertaking.

Colin: It certainly is but we

have so much amazing support.
Our Dutch Ambassadors, Frans
Ammerlaan MBE from the Market
Garden Foundation and Roger
Beets, ensure everything is ready
for our arrival. As a cab driver who
is usually driving around London
at speeds of only 20mph, it is a joy
that a team of police motorbikes
escort us from the ferry terminal
at the Hook of Holland to our
hotel in Wageningen - a two hour
drive with all the roads closed to
other traffic, which was motoring
heaven! Apparently, the only
other people who receive this
type of escort are the King of the
Netherlands and President Obama!

@EEXD [ also understand that
congratulations are in order...
Colin: Thank you. Following the
resignation of our previous Chair
Brian Heffernan I am delighted
that the committee has voted me as
the next Chair and fellow cab driver
Paul Cook will be my Vice Chair. It
is areal honour and I am delighted
to have been handed the reins.

The charity has some amazing
volunteers and supporters who

are determined to offer continued
support to our veterans. It'll be a
pleasure to lead the charity through
the next few years!

@EEXD 1 know funding is an
ongoing issue for all charities.
How are you finding things?
Colin: itis a continuous battle

€ @TheLTDA

: Géoff Roberts paying

respects to his friends.

to ensure the charity has the
funds it needs to support
veterans. We have an incredible
veteran collection team who

: shake buckets at Underground
i stations. We have a shop on our
i website selling merchandise and

we are always grateful to those

who set up fundraisers.
Entrepreneur Johnny Gallagher,

one of our Ambassadors,

launched a fundraising

campaign on 13" May to help

fund Normandy for the 80*

anniversary of D-Day and in
i avideo that he posted on Xhe

asked simply for 100,000 people
to donate just £1 each - sounds
very simple, doesn't it!

If you would like to help - www.
justgiving.com/page/johnny-
gallagher-1714059136560

Fxclusive | Taxi Charity @AXD

About the Taxi Charity for Military Veterans

The Taxi Charity is run by volunteer London black taxi
drivers and has been supporting thousands of veterans since
1948. 1t is the only Forces charity that focuses on providing
fun and entertainment and arranges free trips (for veterans
from all conflicts) to the Netherlands and France for acts of
commemoration and days out to museums, concerts, or social
events across the UK.

The charity received the Queen's Award for Voluntary
Service in 2021 and celebrated its 75% anniversary in 2023, a
remarkable milestone for a small, niche charity peopled by
enthusiastic volunteers.

To fund and facilitate their work, the charity is wholly reliant
on donations, grants and sponsorship.
www.taxicharity.org

Fancy a limited edition D-Day 80 badge or windscreen
sticker? Our special badges and stickers will raise
funds to allow the Taxi Charity for Military Veterans
to take up to 15 WWII veterans and their carers to
Normandy this June, for the 80™ anniversary of D-Day.
Please email info@taxicharity.org to reserve your badges
or stickers.
To find out more about the support the Taxi Charity offers to
veterans or to donate, visit www.taxicharity.org

www.ltda.co.uk



WITH 6 DVLA PENALTY. -
POINTS YOURTAXT " = =%
LICENCE CAN NOW.
BEREVORED
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pr

Our expert officers and dedicated, in-house legal team will help keep
you in the game. Don’t get knocked out, scan here to join the
LTDA today or call 0207 286 1046 to request an application form.

www.ltda.co.uk

www.ltda.co.uk € @TheLTDA
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Puzzler Page

Crossword

NN

ACROSS

1 African wildlife tour (6)

4 ___ against, opposes (6)

9 Boxer once known as Clay (3)
10 Unexpected events (9)

11 Blade used for shaving (5)

12 Excessive modesty (7)

14 Flash, moment (5,6)

17 Tension-filled (7)

18 Metal-worker's iron block (5)
20 Female of a billy (5-4)

22 Promise of payment (inits) (3)
23 Very small fishes (6)

24 ___ calendar, Christmas decoration (6)

DOWN

1 Full of heavenly bodies (6)

2 Curl tightly (5)

3 Holding back (9)

5 Be wrong (3)

6 Water-closet tank (7)

7 Lively, bold (5)

8 Scheme suggested (11)

13 Not mapped in detail (9)

15 Town designer (7)

16 Display (6)

17 Archaeological discoveries (5)
19 Light semi-transparent fabric (5)
21 Till now (3)

€ @TheLTDA

Sudoku

Have a go at this medium level Sudoku puzzle. Fill the grid so that every
row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 just once.

3 9

9 2|6

=
(o]
(o))

~
(o]
(0 ¢)

o0
-t

9 4

5(1|8 7

Wordwheel

How many words of four letters
or more can you make from this
Wordwheel? Each word must use
the central letter, and each letter
may be used once only. At least
one nine-letter word can be
found. We found 13 words -

can you do better?

Futoshiki

Fill in the blank squares so that
each row and column contains
all the numbers 1 - 5. Use any
given numbers and the symbols

<0< [8]>[]
D L O~ O

that tell you i the number in the D (] [< D ]
L1 L [ D []
L1 L] 8] L [

square is larger (>) or smaller (<)
than the number next to it.

. D il
All puzzles © Puzzler Media Ltd - www.puzzler.com & SR

www.ltda.co.uk
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RENTALS

0 Ascott's maintained.

O Pay by cash/bank/online.
0 Mercs also available

CABS FORRENT SERVICES & REPAIRS

07957 465423

el6-taxirentals.co.uk

QUALITY DRIVERS REQUIRED
FOR WELL-MAINTAINED FLEET

+24-HOUR BACK-UF « TX4's &VITO's «TURNING CIRCLE SPECIALISTS
o FULL GARAGE SERVICES «BODYWORK « OVEN FACILITIES AVAILABLE
« JIGWORK « OVERHALILS « OWNER DRIVERS WELCOME
o TXI| & THA ENGIME SPECIALISTS

“You still receive a friendly welcome at this garage”
CONTACT DARREN OR PAUL TEL: 020 8981 2419

De-commissioned your
TX4’s and Euro 5’s?

Earn more by selling
outside London.

We pay cash, collect
and drive away.

John

07702 554934

London based,
well maintained
cabs for rent

Call
07738 162 518

CABS WANTED CABS FORRENT

® Looking to sell your TX4? Too old
to replate? Call James London based
buyer for quick and easy sale —

07931 964 857

® Bridge Side Cabs (John Nicholson)
All de-commissioned good quality
TX4s wanted. Instant decision, cash
paid. We come to you. 07973 335 739

® Euro 5 about to be decommissioned,
Cabs wanted, TX4’s and Vito’s. Top Price
paid. Call John 07702 554 934

©® All cabs wanted. Tx4, euro 4,5 & 6
also TXE wanted We come to you, any

condition, very quick decision. Cash
paid instantly. 07702 554 934

® De-commissioned your tx4’s and
Euro 5's? Earn more by selling outside
London. We pay cash, collect, and
drive away. Definitely still buying.
John 07702 554 934

www.ltda.co.uk

® Thinking of part-exchange. All
cabs wanted any condition: plated or
not, cash, same day collection service—
call Roy 07956 293 748

©® TX4’s for rent, based north west
London (Kingsbury) RAC backup, £240
per week. Call - 07956422658

® TXE’s available for rent, from £320
per week. Call Wax 07951 843 663

® Rent Taxis, Euro 6 and also LEVC
Cabs from £250 - £345. We also do
repairs on cabs, call Nick 020 7700 1045
/ 07951 661 430

© TX4s for rent, full backup available,
garage facilities, £240 per week -
07387889206

©® TXEs, TX4s and Vitos available
from £260 per week contact Sabri —
07958973944

©® Vitos 113 & 114, also tx4s for rent
07872 504 604

CABS FOR SALE

©® TXE Comfort +, 22 reg, 3 years
service pack remaining, black, 76k
miles, FULL SERVICE HISTORY,
PLATED 15TH MAY 24. £48,950 CALL -
07984147480

©® TX4, Euro6, 2017, 17 reg, black
serviced fully maintained, licensed to
april 2025, private owner. £23,000 ONO.
Call John - 07904107308

©® Cabs for sale. Main Dealer service
history. Non-fleet cabs, trade sales.
New stock daily. Cabs also wanted.
Finance Paid 07957 465423

& James Martin

james.martin@cplone.co.uk

& 01727 739 185

€ @TheLTDA



(51:Y) APPLICATION FORM

Name
Address
Postcode
Telephone Mobile
Email Twitter
Date of Birth Badge No.
Badge colour (please state whether greenoryellow)_____ Year badge obtained

Suburban badge sector numbers

Have you ever been a member of the LTDA before? (please tick)  Yes I:I No I:I

Do you currently have points on your DVLA driving license? (please tick)  Yes | | No | |

If Yes how many points do you have? I:I

Do you have any motoring or other prosecutions pending?  Yes I:I No I:I

Please note: We do not provide assistance for any matters that have occurred prior to you joining the LTDA.

Please tick if you DO NOT wish to receive information from the LTDA and other related organisations in the future I:I

| understand that my application for membership of the Association must be approved by the Council of Management
and that until this is confirmed | am not eligible to vote in relation to any form of Association matters. | agree that all
benefits prior to approval of membership shall be at the discretion of the Council of Management.

Signed Date

LTDA Basic Direct Debit Instructions Service User Number

Instructions to your Bank/Building o1 442 8]
Society to pay Direct Debits: For Office use only
Please complete parts 1to 5 to instruct your branch to make ..................

direct payments from your account. Then return the form to

1. Please write the name and full postal address of your

LTDA, FREEPOST, London, SE11PP branch in the box (left)
" ‘ Name of account holder
To the Manager o Account Number | | | | | | | | |

4. BankSortCode | | |- | |-{ | |

Bank/Building Society Address Banks/Building Societies may not accept instructions to pay Direct
Debit from some types of account.

5. Signature
Date

e

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer

You can now also apply to join the
H H LTDA online, simply scan here to

The Dlre(:t Deblt Guarantee . BIeRECII complete an online application:

* This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.

« If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit LTDA will notify you (10 working days) in advance of your account being
debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request LTDA to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the
request.

* Ifan error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by LTDA, or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the
amount paid from your bank or building society.

- If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when LTDA asks you to.
* You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

€ @TheLTDA www.ltda.co.uk



EEXD) Cartoon

€ Can Yo think of
<(¢ anything worse
C happening to us?

PUZZLER ANSWERS

1? 7\ }x--"k }" ?\ }’. \.\ }f ?\
® 4 ¢ 4 ¢ 4 J 4
- = = -

Y PR P P
Crossword

Copyright Puzzler Media Ltd - www.puzzler.com (& ELERAGE

Sudoku Futoshiki Wordwheel

6 1/7|3(4/8|5/2 9 m<|z|<|§| |§|>|Z| SOLUTION: MOONLIGHT

89/41216/513 17 All ds: Gl holing, homing, hoot, hooting, igl

2 5/3[71/9(4 86 @ @ >|I| @ / wor S: .oom., omg, qmmg, 00 ] ooting, igloo,

3 48l6/2117 95 ~ ingot, into, limo, lingo, lino, lion, logo, loin, long, loom,
looming, loon, loot, looting, loth, lotion, mono, monolith,

g ; ; g g 3 f 2 g @ @ |I|<|%| E month, mooing, moon, moonlit, moot, moth, motion,
omit, onto, thong, toil, tool, tooling, MOONLIGHT.

712]6[9]34a[8]5]1 3] [1] [2] [4]<[5]

1/8/9|5/7/2|6/3|4 Word targets: Excellent: 33, Good: 28, Target: 20, Kids: 15

4/3|5(1/8]6|9]7]2 [4] [2] [3] [5] [1]

www.ltda.co.uk € @TheLTDA



LOOK NO FURTHER

CONTACT US TODAY OR CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE TO
SEE HOW WE CAN DELIVER YOU THE BEST DRIVING EXPERIENCE IN LONDON TODAY
HOLIDAY SCHEMES AVAILABLE

LIMITED STOCK

SO HURRY TO MAKE THE MOST OF THESE AMAZING DEALS

0208 807 7931) @Blacktaxirentals

) www.blacktaxirentals.com @ rentalstaxi

“7) info@blacktaxirentals.com 0 blacktaxirentals

') Unit 7, Dominion Business Park, Goodwin Road, Edmonton N9 0BG

€ @TheLTDA www.ltda.co.uk



FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW

EARNUP T0 £500 BONDS

V),

INSURANCE
& PARENTAL
LEAVE

Get access to sickness
and health insurance
and parental leave

FREENOW V_

IN'YOUR FIRGT 2 WEEKS

s only until 9th June 2024.

*Complete 25 trips in the first 7 days for a £100, Bonus. Complete 25 more trips in the same week for an extra £150 bonus.

Bonus applies to the first 2 weeks of onboarding. Offer valid for London Black Cab di

WHY FREENOW

®
LOYALTY

PROGRAM

Get access to job offer
& prebook priority

@) @)

ON-CAB AD PARTNERSHIPS

OFFER Save over £200/month on
Earn extra money and food, fuel, and shopping
bonus loyalty points with our partners

SIGNUP eIl
TODAY  Quiisisaniiy




